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Church of Our Lady of the Lake/Mount Carmel Columbarium, Carmel, New York

Paul Eickhof,  
President, Eickhof 
Columbaria Inc. 

“ Working with Eickhof Columbaria was a great 
pleasure. From ‘Design to Dedication,’ the project 
turned out to be a great success and will be enjoyed 
for years to come by our parish community.”

   Bill Kelly, Design Team Member, St. Sebastian’s Columbarium and Terrace 
Our Lady of the Lake/Mount Carmel, Archdiocese of New York

NEW & IMPROVED PUBLICATION
We hope you enjoy the fresh new format.  
Instead of bringing you our newsletter once a  
year, we’re excited to share our latest news with  
you more frequently, to bring you the freshest  
ideas in columbarium design and construction.

Eickhof Columbaria Inc.
116 W. Robert St. Crookston, MN 56716
800-253-0457    
www.eickhofcolumbaria.com 
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PREPARINg FOR ITS 200Th ANNIVERSARy celebration in 
2005, the Archdiocese of New York asked each of its parishes 

to identify projects that would improve their physical structures 
and spiritual missions in unique ways. Twenty-five projects were 
identified, with funding to come from parishioners and friends.

One of those was at St. James the Apostle Parish in Carmel, New 
York. The parish’s finance council had already been discussing the 
need to raise funds and make some improvements. One member 
of the council, a local funeral director, noted that the cemetery 
was close to capacity and called attention to the steady increase in 
preference for cremation over traditional burial. The idea of creating 
a columbarium began to take hold.

A COMPELLINg VISION
Father Anthony Domenic Sorgie, recently installed at St. James, 
offered a compelling vision . . . to transform neglected space 
surrounding Our Lady of the Lake Church into a beautiful natural 

gathering place for all 
members of the parish. 
The area had originally 
been built from native 
rock in the 1930s, 
and offered a unique 
setting to be updated 
and enhanced.

The concept for the 
project included stone 
garden walls in which 
columbarium niches 
would be installed. 

A screened area would offer comforting intimacy for prayer and 
reflection, and a terraced landscape would provide additional 
gathering space in which children might receive catechism lessons. 
It would also accommodate a statue of St. Sebastian, a gift to the 
church from Mrs. Warren Smadbeck, the widow of the man who had 
developed the town in the 1920s as an escape from New York City’s 
summer heat.

Fr. Sorgie’s vision was that the new construction and landscaping 
would look as though it had always been there. Both the parish 
and civic community embraced the project. William L. Kelly, whose 
company provides construction management services, and Joseph 
Lazarcheck–JPL Architect and Robert Sherwood–R.L.A. became 
part of the design team. They explored columbarium manufacturers 
in New York, and then broadened their search throughout the 
country to find a company that could provide niches that could be 
incorporated into the garden walls. CONTINUES» 

FINDINg PEACE IN ThE ChurChYArD

Church of Our Lady of the Lake/Mount Carmel |  
St. Sebastian’s Terrace & Columbarium

St. James the Apostle Parish — Carmel, New York
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Church of Our Lady of the Lake/Mount Carmel Columbarium, Carmel, New York, features 12”x 12” companion niches  
with concealed Eickhof locking hardware for fastening stone fronts.

Niche fronts finished in honed giallo Veneciano granite.  
Inscriptions shown on niche fronts.

William Kelly, Construction Manager,
ralph Price, Eickhof Columbaria representative, 
New York Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan and  
Joseph Lazarcheck, Architect at columbarium 
dedication July 14, 2010.
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ChOOSINg ThE RIghT PARTNER
Kelly, whose own company’s success and reputation is based on his 
construction management expertise, exercised due diligence and 
investigated a number of manufacturers. After an extensive review 
of capabilities, Eickhof Columbaria was awarded the project and 
became part of the design team.

“No other company fit our needs as well as Eickhof Columbaria,” 
said Kelly. “We had a project team review the information and 
decide on which manufacturer would be awarded the job. Eickhof 
Columbaria simply offered the best product. Paul Eickhof was able 
to accommodate our design requirements and scheduling. Their  
bid was in budget and actually fit our design needs better than all 
the others.”

“ No other company fit our needs as well . . .  
Eickhof Columbaria simply offered the best product.” 

 — Bill Kelly

Eickhof Columbaria’s detailed shop drawings were incorporated into 
the final architectural plans for construction, and the team worked 
together to see how the final details and finishes would come 
together. Kelly credits Paul Eickhof’s experience and attention to 
detail as the keys to a successful outcome, ensuring that the final 
product offered both simple functionality and aesthetic appeal that 
was in keeping with the design concept.

UNITINg PAST, 
PRESENT AND 
FUTURE
Visitors today are 
amazed at how artfully 
the project managed 
to unify the new 
columbarium and  
terrace with the quaint 
old church. Today 20 
niches are occupied,  
100 are sold, and there  
is room within this 
unique space for many 
more years to come.

Parish church congregation members and guests at July 14th, 2010,  
columbarium dedication.

» CONTINUED 

Church of Our Lady of the Lake/Mount Carmel | St. Sebastian’s Terrace & Columbarium
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Parish Priest Anthony Sorgie, with Paul Eickhof, 
President/CEO of Eickhof Columbaria, at the 
dedication and blessing of St. Stephen’s Terrace 
and Columbarium, July 14, 2010.
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SINgLE-NIChE FRONTS AND ALUMINUM INTERIORS
We’re pleased to announce the launch of several new features 
that demonstrate our leadership in columbaria design and 
manufacturing.

The first key development is the single-niche front, which makes 
it easier to use and access niches and also offers a wider range of 
design options for stone front configurations. For example, you can 
now combine single-niche fronts and multiple fronts in the same 
columbarium wall, where families may have purchased side-by-side 
niches. That means every client’s preference for private niche  
fronts or companion fronts can now be accommodated within the 
same design.

This feature was originally used in a project we did with Lakewood 
Cemetery in Minneapolis several years ago. With this project, it 
became clear that more and more cemeteries are looking for single-
niche fronts, which gave us the impetus to design a new system 

to accommodate 
this growing trend. 
Another recent 
Lakewood project of 
ours was honored in 
the annual awards 
issue of Faith & Form: 
The Interfaith Journal 
on religion, Art and 
Architecture.

The second exciting  
new development is  
the introduction of aluminum shelving designed to accommodate 
our concealed locking hardware system for fastening the stone 
fronts. The new aluminum shelving design also makes the interior 
niche space more esthetically pleasing. We have incorporated 
aluminum inner closure panels that are installed behind the stone 
front. The closure panels help keep windblown debris such as leaves 
and dirt from getting into the niche. 

The newly engineered components provide a columbarium product 
that is easier to assemble and substantially lighter in weight, 
resulting in reduced freight costs, and the columbarium being 
easier to move and position during fabrication and installation. 
These enhancements allow us to provide a better product at a more 
competitive price. 

INSCRIPTION SERVICES
Eickhof now offers inscription services for single niche fronts. We 
provide a simple shipping container you can use to send the niche 
front to our facility in Crookston, Minnesota. We’ll complete the 
inscription and return the completed niche front to your location 
via UPS. With this service, you can be sure that inscriptions are 
completed quickly and accurately. It also ensures that names and 
dates are inscribed with a consistent font style and positioning 
for every niche front, to create a beautiful columbaria memorial. 
Contact us for more information about this new service. 

NEW! Fall 2010
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Eickhof’s single-niche fronts in use at Lakewood Cemetery in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The easy-to-access niche fronts shown here are finished in Lac Du Bonnet granite.

NEW PRODUCTS

Single-niche front. We’re finding that more of our customers are preferring 
single-niche fronts. They offer ease of access and a wide range of design options.

Aluminum shelving design. Our new design is 
attractive, lightweight, easy to assemble and install.
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